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Esther Lurie born in 1913 in Latvia showed great promise in drawing and design. After graduation from the Hebrew Gymnasum she joined her brother in Brussels to study theatre design. Preferring a more formal training she attended the fine art academie in Antwerp. In 1938 she exhibited her drawings and paintings in Jerusalem and Haifa and won the Dizengoff Prize. Lurie returned to Antwerp, but as war threatened western Europe she went east to join her sister in Kaunas. Esther was caught up in the expanding terror of the German Occupation and was forced into the Ghetto.

The very act of drawing was Lurie‘s first response to the confusion in the ghetto, she depicted displaced families trying to set up a living space, inmates raiding the potato fields, groups os individuals each wearing their yellow stars and the forced removals of the ghetto inhabitants

The bulk of Luries 200- plus watercolours and drawings were lost and were probably destroyed even though she took care to bury them in ceramic jars before the deportation to Estonia in October 1943. The few remaining drawings that survived were hidden in a secret crate that Avram Tory buried and  recovered after liberation.

 In 1944 Lurie herself was deported to Stutthof concentration camp in Germany and endured several labour camps until liberation in 1945. Esther Lurie lives in Israel and has spent much of her time reconstructing her ghetto art work from photgraphs that Avram Tory had taken of her pictureS for an exhibition in the ghetto.
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