Gadiel, Peter (Fritz)
He was born in Germany in 1910 and resided quite by accident in the city of Kaunas at the time of the war, when the Germans invaded Lithuania in June 1941.  He was married to Rene Silverman. He and his wife had settled in Kaunas to join her relatives.  Gadiel was well on his way to a promising career as a graphic artist.  His training in his native Germany during the late 1920‘s and early 1930‘s had included study at the famous Bauhaus with Ludwig Mies van der Rohe.  After Hitler‘s rise to power, Gadiel fled Germany by way of Holland and England, and in the end into the German hands and the Kovno ghetto. Dr Elkes asked Gadiel to establish a graphics office in the ghetto.  It was called the ‚PAINT AND SIGN WORKSHOP.‘, and it employed cartographers, draftsman , fine artists, and graphic designers.  Together they produced official ghetto insignia, armbands for the staff of the Altestenrat offices, the ghetto‘s currency, work passes, and other documents. The quality of the graphics presentation was striking, Gadiel experimented with different type faces and design elements rooted in his Bauhaus training.  Gadiels department played a vital role in providing jobs for many who otherwise might well have been regarded by the Germans as ‚useless‘ and therefore expendable. He assigned artists to projects requested by the Germans who demanded copying of masterpieces of art for their own private collections. Gadiel also directed a toy workshop staffed by people either too old or too young for the work brigades.  These people made wooden toys, dolls and stuffed animals for children in Germany.  

Gadiel was deported to Dachau, his wife was deported to Stutthof.  Though they both survived the German concentration camps, their three year old son, Raanan, who had been born in the ghetto, fell into German hands and with other children were taken to the ghetto‘s laundry where they were killed.

[image: image1.png]Jewish Ghetto Police
desk calendar,

designed in Gadiel's /.

graphics office

Lithuanian National Museum




