Ilya Gerber 

Diarist in the Kovno ghetto
Ilya Gerber,started his 3rd diary at the age of 20. His first two diaries are lost. This diary covers the five month period from August 1942 – January 1943 in the Kovno ghetto. His diary offers a broad awareness and a rare insight into re-making their lives during the ghetto period.  Ilya, born in 1922, exercises a keen observing eye for detail.  Full of energy and frequently high spirits, he wrote of the interests of young men and women were showing in each other, and in music.  A diary entry on Dec 4th 1942 : „a ghetto song most often begins with the pain and suffering of the Jewish people and ends with the hope of better things, of a bright and happy future“.

He devoted many pages to describing the German deportation in 1942 of 369 Jews of their families to the Riga ghetto, Latvia.  He added a sketch in the shape of a tombstone. In at least two of the many sketches of his diary, he recalled the first anniversary of the Great Action and a month later, the terrified reactions to the Meck hanging. Nothing in his diary suggests what happened to Ilya Gerber after the last entry of Jan 23rd 1943.

Extract from Ilya Gerber‘s diary, Dec 4 1942;

„Today is the second candle of Hanukah. There are no miracles to be seen in this century; they happened or took place only when we were not around. Apparently the luck of the Jews of former times was better than our luck.“
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