Jacob Lifschitz: 1903-1945
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Jacob Lifshitz, born in 1903 studied at Kovno Art Institute. He continued to teach at the Institute engraving and printmaking until his ghetto confinement. Well regarded for his technical skills, illustrated books and teaching manuals , he was also an active exhibiting artist.  A solo exhibition in 1940 (a review was published in the local Yiddish newspaper).  During the war, in the ghetto Jacob was assigned to workshops that produced non-military goods. At home, in his attic where he lived with his wife and daughter, he painted watercolours and ink drawings.  His distorted view of perspective depicted the ghetto as an uneasy world.  He drew both street scenes and the inhabitants using his own rules of perspective and distorted planes that captured the pervading atmosphere of confusion in the ghetto and the bewilderment in the faces of children and ghetto officials.  Lifshitz buried more than 75 watercolours and drawings together with a few photographs in ceramic pots just before the ghetto liquidation. Lifshitz did not survive – he died of starvation in 1945 at Dachau concentration camp. His wife escaped from the ghetto at the end of the war, and recovered her husband‘s work from its burial place in the ghetto cemetry.  She donated all but three watercolours to Yad Vashem , Israel‘s Memorial Museum when she and her daughter emigrated to Israel in 1957.
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