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Tamara Lazersonas started her ghetto diary in 1941 when she was only 12 years old and kept writing until and after her ghetto escape in 1944. Only the second of her two notebooks survived. Unlike most Kovno pre-war Jewish youths, Lazersonas attended Lithuanian instead of a Jewish school.  Her family was determined to assimilate into the national culture. They spoke Russian at home and were in favour of a secular observance of Christian holidays.  Her father , Wolf (Vladimir in Russian) a senior lecturer in psychology at the University of Lithuania in Kaunas, belonged to a Lithuanian defence group.  This membership probably saved his life in the nationalist Lithuanian pogroms in 1941. With her brother Victor, her mother Regina and her father , Tamara was forced into the ghetto during the summer of 1941. Tamara spoke extensively in her diary about the misery of forced labour and the need to smuggle food into the ghetto to survive. Lamenting her boredom in a world where books were forbidden, she enrolled in vocational classes in the ghetto‘s vocational school. In her writing she describes her sheer joy at learning Yiddish and some Hebrew and taking an active part in underground youth movements. Tamara started thinking about escape in December 1943, and after the Childrens Action in 1944, her parents found her a place to hide outside the ghetto with her former teacher and then her teacher‘s sister‘s farm for the remainder of the war. Her father perished in Dachau, her mother in Stutthoff, Tamara and her brother Victor were the family‘s sole survivors and returned to the ghetto after the war to retrieve one of her notebooks from a box buried beneath her window.  After leaving Kovno in 1971 with her husband and two daughters for Israel, she published her diary in Hebrew. 

Extract from Tamara Lazersons diary:

Nov 12 1942 :  ‚Against my will, the sight of the hanging keeps coming back to me.  What does all of one‘s life mean in front of death?  Why live, why suffer, why struggle – death awaits in the end. We will disappear from the world without a trace.“

March 27 1944: „Action“.... The entire young generation, everyone up to the age of twelve, perished. So have all the elderly. We will also die! But the mothers, the mothers! A mother cat claws and bites, refusing to give up her kittens.  The hen will protect her baby chicks with her body, defending them to the last drop of blood.  But the Jewish mother is forced to give away her child and watch as he is tossed like a puppy into the truck....

(Tamara wrote this excerpt after the terrible ‚Childrens Action“)

