Tory, Avraham 
Avraham Tory was born in 1909 in Lazdijai, Lithuania.  He replaced his Russian surname with a Hebrew one in 1950. Both names mean ‚dove‘. After attending a Hebrew school in Marjampole, and participating in the Zionist youth movement , he attended law school in Kaunas, and in the United States. Completing his law degree in Kaunas in the 1930‘s, he worked at the University of Lithuania as an assistant for a professor on civil law (one of the few professors at the time who was Jewish). He went into hiding in 1940 in Vilnius to escape the Soviet threat of arrest and deportation to Siberia for his Zionist ‚counter revolutionary‘ sympathies. After the Soviets retreated in June 1941,  the dangers posed by the occupying German regime forced him to flee again, but he was prevented from crossing the Lithuanian-Russian border and returned to Kaunas with the rest of the Kovno Jews caught in ghetto captivity. 

Like others, Tory began keeping a diary writing entries at night with the help of an assistant, Pnina Sheinzon, based on notes he took during the day.  As a member of the newly formed ‚Altestenrat‘, his vantage point was unique. As the secretary of the Altestenrat, Tory was deeply involved in administering the day to day affairs of the ghetto and managing its secret archives. He was able to report on conversations between Elkes and the authorities, to commision artists and to collect photographs for the archives.  He also collected all the documents and their carbon copies from the various Altestenrat offices. In 1943, when the ghetto became a concentration camp, he managed to send Pnina and her daughter Shulamit to safety – with Lithuanian friends in the town. He managed to bury the five crates of his diary and all the archives that he had collected, and then he himself escaped, in March 23 1944 and spent the final months of the war, hiding on a farm outside Kovno. In August 1944, after Lithuania and Kaunas‘ liberation, Tory returned to the ghetto in search of the crates that he had hidden.  He only managed to retrieve three of these crates and took the contents to Poland. In October 1947 he arrived in Tel Aviv, Israel and his diary was published in Hebrew in 1983, and five years later in English.  It is called : ‚Surviving the Holocaust: The Kovno Ghetto Diary‘.  His diary was used as evidence by investigators against Lithuanian and German perpertrators, and served as an extraordinary eye witness account. 
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